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WELCOME

Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome to our Year 9 options booklet for 2022. This is an exciting and
important time for your child as they begin to think about their journey at KS4.

At Horizon we pride ourselves on providing a broad and balanced curriculum,
which develops students who are school ready, work ready, life ready.

This booklet has been designed to provide information about the courses

that we offer students in Years 10 and 11. It is also a guide to help your child
make the right decisions about the options they choose for next year. We hope
you will agree that our curriculum provides exciting opportunities that will
challenge and inspire your child and above all provide an experience that they
will both value and enjoy.

Please study this guide carefully and watch the subject overview videos before
making final option choices. It may also be a good idea for your child to speak
to older students, friends and family. It is important that they understand how
each option is structured and consider where their strengths lie. We want
students to make decisions based upon what is right for them, and not to be
influenced by what friends are doing or by a particular teacher they have as
they may not have the same teacher next year.

When all the Choices Forms have been submitted, we will try our best to match
your child’s first preferences. However, it is important that all students provide
a reserve choice as well, in case we cannot do this. In this instance, we will
have a discussion with your child, so that we can finalise the options they will
be taking and be sure that they have made an informed decision.

We hope you find this booklet and the videos helpful, and wish students all the
very best for the next exciting stage of their education at Horizon. If you have
any further questions.

Please don't hesitate to contact us on options@horizoncc.co.uk.

Kind regards,

Miss Collins

Vice Principal

Please note that the deadline for the completion of the Choices Form is:
Wednesday 16th March 2022

The Key Stage 4

Curriculum Explained...

The English Baccalaureate

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) recognises students’
achievement across a range of specified subjects. It ensures
a broad academic foundation and provides an excellent
platform for further and higher education. It is valued by
both employers and further education providers.

Students achieve the EBacc if they gain a GCSE grade 4 or
above in:

* GCSE English

* GCSE Mathematics

* GCSE Combined Science (2 GCSEs)
* GCSE Modern Foreign Language

* GCSE Geography or GCSE History

Our Core Curriculum

All students on this pathway at key stage 4 (KS4) will study:

* GCSE English Language

* GCSE English Literature

* GCSE Mathematics

* GCSE Combined Science (2 GCSEs)

* GCSE Modern Foreign Language

* GCSE Geography or GCSE History (Humanities Option)
Further details about each subject can be found on the
following pages.

Students will also continue to study Core RE and Core PE.
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Core Religious Education

Religious Education at KS4 is a weekly lesson which provides
students with the opportunity to continue to develop key skills,
such as empathy and understanding of the wider world. In Core
RE student’s study a variety of topics, including Relationships,
Families and Social Justice. Lesson topics include human rights
abuse, gender and sexism, poverty in the UK and racism in
sport. Our curriculum is designed to build on student's previous
learning of world views and further explores religious and ethical
issues throughout society.

How is the subject assessed?

This subject is not examined but provides excellent
opportunities to explore a wide range of subject areas to
prepare students for life beyond school.

Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE)

As part of the Religious Education curriculum, students learn
about family relationships and friendships, understanding
sexual orientation and gender expression, managing modern
media and being safe online. This meets the statutory guidance
for RSHE and helps prepare students for life in the wider world,
providing them with both knowledge and essential skills. We
also work closely with the Careers Team, enabling students

to explore the opportunities available beyond school, how to
impress in applications and interviews and their rights in the
workplace.

What future opportunities can this lead to?

Core RE supports students to become well-rounded citizens,
prepared for an ever-changing world. They develop their
spiritual, moral, social, and cultural education through a holistic
curriculum designed to stimulate and encourage them to be
respectful, tolerant, and successful citizens in society.

Students may also choose to study for a qualification in RE,
in addition to their core RE provision. Please see the options
available in this booklet.

Option Choices

As well as the subjects outlined above, students choose
2 additional subjects to study at KS4. These can be GCSE
or vocational qualifications.

The list of subjects’ students can choose and further details
about each, can be found on the following pages.

What is the difference between
GCSE & vocational qualifications?

GCSE stands for General Certificate in Secondary Education.
Within our Core Curriculum, all examined subjects are GCSE
qualifications. These are English Language, English Literature,
Mathematics, Science, Geography, History, French and Spanish.

GCSE qualifications are examination based, with the formal
exams completed towards the end of the course. They are
graded from 1-9, with 1 being the lowest and 9 being the highest
grade.

Within the Option Choices, there are also subjects that offer
GCSE routes. However, in addition, there are vocational

qualifications. These qualifications include BTEC, Cambridge

g\.&- Core Physical Education
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All students will participate in one hour of active physical
education each week, taking part in a wide range of activities
and building on their experiences at Key stage 3. Core PE
develops the skills, knowledge, values and attitudes needed
for establishing and enjoying an active and healthy lifestyle, as
well as building student confidence and competence in facing
challenges as individuals and in groups or teams. Students are
expected to wear their school PE kit for their core PE lesson.
They may also choose to study for a qualification in sport, in
addition to their Core PE provision. Please see the options
available in this booklet.

National and WJEC Vocational awards. All are GCSE- equivalent,
with colleges and universities valuing them as such (particularly
in technical and creative subjects). These courses include a
greater focus on practical and technical skills, as well as written
examination elements, and assessment is ongoing throughout
the course.
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Choosing my Option Subjects:

The following pages explain the Key Stage 4 curriculum in more detail.

Subject information is organised as set out in the table below:

GCSE English Language

GCSE English Literature

GCSE Mathematics

GCSE Science
(2 GCSEs Combined)

GCSE French
or
GCSE Spanish

(The language currently being
studied at Key Stage 3)

Core RE (non-examined)

Core PE (non-examined)

: Art (GCSE)*
GCSE Geogra
graphy Business (GCSE or Vocational)**

o Dance (Vocational)
Digital IT (Vocational)

GCSE History Drama (Vocational)

Engineering (Vocational)
Graphics (GCSE)*

Health & Social Care
(Vocational)

Hospitality & Catering
(Vocational)

Music (Vocational)
Photography (GCSE)

Physical Education
(GCSE or Vocational)**

Polish (GCSE)***

Religious Education (GCSE)
Textiles (GCSE)*

- Students can only choose one option subject from Art,
Graphics and Textiles. This is because each is a different
route within the same qualification, GCSE Art and Design.

- When you choose Business or PE, the subject team will
select the appropriate route for you - whether this should be
a GCSE or vocational qualification.

- GCSE Polish - This option is only suitable for students
with previous experience in this language.

Please remember: students must also select a reserve choice.




. e o The English Language qualification provides you with three key skills that will be vital to your
Further detalls abOUt'“ The Core Currlculum. life far beyond the confines of Horizon: the ability to analyse texts to understand how and
' . why the writer has made the choices they have; the ability to craft texts in a way that suits

English Language Here a form and purpose and manipulates the reader in specific ways; the ability to speak in a
confident manner in a tone and style that suits a given situation.

Who can | speak to for more information?

Mr Fletcher - cfletcher@horizoncc.co.uk
Mr McLellan-Young - pmclellanyoung@horizoncc.co.uk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3Ue6ogJhOg
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Further details about... The Core Curriculum:

English Literature

Who can | speak to for more information?

Mr Fletcher - cfletcher@horizoncc.co.uk
Mr McLellan-Young - pmclellanyoung@horizoncc.co.uk

English Literature will take you on a journey that will guide you through the battlefields of the Crimean
War to the bloodied streets of a 13th Century Verona via the murky, mist covered streets of Victorian
London. Along the way you will meet a war photographer battling PTSD, a murderous Italian Duke and
the power of nature in its full glory. Put simply, this course will take you on a journey through time
and around the world to reveal the dramas that have taken place throughout human history.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3Ue6ogJhOg

o . o Mathematics is a core subject and will be taken by all students. Beginning in year 7, students follow a
Fu rther detalls abOUt--- The core cu rrlcu"‘m_- - five-year pathway that develops confident mathematicians who are prepared for GCSE success and
— beyond. Students will develop the key numeracy skills essential for all aspects of their lives, enabling
. them to become capable problem solvers at work, as well as in practical everyday activities at home
Mathematics Here and beyond. In addition, we believe an emphasis on problem solving and acquiring new skills will help
students prepare for being work ready and life ready in a rapidly evolving world.

5

Miss Callan - rcallan@horizoncc.co.uk
Mr Stewart - nstewart@horizoncc.co.uk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPG9GmkQwg0

° . Trilogy is a double award qualification where students study a combination of all 3 of the traditional
Further details about... The Core Curriculum; = X !

sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics). Students receive 2 qualifications - usually at the same
_ grade but sometimes one grade apart. Students are taught in groups that are set based on their prior
attainment in KS3 science. Every child has dedicated curriculum time for their Biology, Chemistry and
Physics Lessons - these are delivered by subject specialists.

T o
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Combined Science: TriIngl A
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Who can | speak to for more information?

Miss Naressi - vharessi@horizoncc.co.uk
Mr Addy - jaddy@horizoncc.co.uk
Miss Hughes - shughes@horizoncc.co.uk

* A small number of students will study the Separate sciences. The subject leader for Science will be in touch in

Page 13 ‘ the summer term if this applies to your child. Page 14
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XW754fNR58
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Further details about... The Core Curriculum:

- Learning French will enable you to communicate effectively in a rapidly changing global society and
French -

***Only for students already studying French

appreciate the diverse culture and customs of others. At GCSE we study the AQA French specification.
This is an exam-based subject assessed by four exams at the end of the two-year course. There is a
broad range of enrichment opportunities that run alongside the academic course to further develop
students’ skills, such as trips to France and visits to local cultural events at nearby universities and
theatres.

Who can | speak to for more information?

Mrs Stone - kstone@horizoncc.co.uk
Mrs Eddy - meddy@horizoncc.co.uk

————



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALnPUFEQOGo
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Further details about... The Core Curriculum:
... |
@ Spanish

e

Who can | speak to for more information?

Mrs Stone - kstone@horizoncc.co.uk
Mrs Eddy - meddy@horizoncc.co.uk
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*** Only for students already studying Spanish

Learning Spanish will enable you to communicate effectively in a rapidly changing global society
and appreciate the diverse culture and customs of others. At GCSE we study the AQA Spanish
specification. This is an exam-based subject assessed by four exams at the end of the two-year
course. There is a broad range of enrichment opportunities that run alongside the academic course
to further develop students’ skills, such as trips to Spain and visits to local cultural events at nearby
universities and theatres.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TV3W-J3wABg
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Further details about... The Humanities Option:

GCSE Geography will arm you with the skills to showcase a much broader understanding of the
]

interrelationship between human and physical Geography. You will be exposed to ever-changing

current affairs, the threat climate change poses to our planet and recognise the role you play at a
local, national and international scale.
Here
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Who can | speak to for more information?

Mr Menzer - jmenzer@horizoncc.co.uk


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVsY6hopR2k

L]
History fires pupils' curiosity and imagination, moving and inspiring them with the dilemmas,

Fu rther detalls about"' The Humanltles opt"’n: choices and beliefs of people in the past. It helps pupils develop their own identities through an

- understanding of history at personal, local, national and international levels. It helps them to ask and

answer questions of the present by engaging with the past
Here '

e

Who can | speak to for more information?

Mr Knowles - tknowles2@horizoncc.co.uk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zm9I2sngacg
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o . * Cannot be chosen in combination with Graphic Design or Textiles.
bjects: P 8

Further details about... Option Su

The study of Art enables you to improve and develop your own art making skills through a carefully
) tailored course where you will be supported and challenged to become creatively independent and
Art ere make work of outstanding quality. Enrichment activities in the form of workshops and visits to local
and national museums and galleries will help you to understand the wealth of visual creativity and the
many ways artists can respond to the world around them.
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Who can | speak to for more information?

Mrs Bell - cbell@horizoncc.co.uk

\



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpMnIascMmE

. . . o The world of business is ever-changing and vitally important in the lives of everyone. Studying
Further details about... Option Subjects:

Business allows you to develop a thorough understanding of the business world, from the smallest
sole trader to the largest multinational organisations and in doing so, learn skills such as managing
o money, how to develop products, the role of marketing and employing personnel.
Business Here

Business offers two potential courses to support your success and once you have selected the option,
we will select the course that is most appropriate for you:

* EDEXCEL GCSE Business
* OCR Cambridge National in Enterprise & Marketing

r-r“'

Who can | speak to for more information?

Miss Walton - jwalton2@horizoncc.co.uk
Mr Plant - nplant@horizoncc.co.uk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2kbtCS2P_A

Further details about... Option Subjects:

% Dance
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Who can | speak to for more information?

3 |

Miss Hunt - jhunt@horizoncc.co.uk

.
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Dance isn't just a subject which trains you to become a professional dancer, although many students
do go on to work in this industry. The course also has many transferable skills which can be applied
to other subjects and make learning much more employable in the future, such as creativity and
resilience. Dance also offers a creative outlet and gives you the chance to express yourself.

At Horizon we currently offer the BTEC TECH Award in Performing Arts with a Dance pathway.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yE8oo6-OuR8
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. . . The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology is for learners who
Further details about... Option Subjects: i o

want to acquire technical knowledge and technical skills through vocational contexts by studying

the knowledge, understanding and skills related to data management, data interpretation, data
presentation and data protection. The qualification recognises the value of learning skills, knowledge
and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs. The qualification will broaden the learners
experience and understanding of the varied progression options available to them.

-~ 3
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Who can | speak to for more information?
Mrs Bestall - ebestall@horizoncc.co.uk
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpaTTBbLKtM
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o o o The BTEC route in Acting is a Vocational Qualification. This means that it is intended to replicate

Further detalls abOUt-" optlon Su bjeCtS: what it would be like to%vork as a professional actor for your career. Your coursework prgjects will

— be scenarios where you imagine you are employed as a performer and have acting roles to carry

out within your job. It will give vital experience for students who are considering this as an area of

Ga Drama employment or who wish to continue studying Drama, Theatre Studies or Acting in further education.
This course is able to be tailored to meet the individual strengths/interests of each student as a variety
of drama styles are covered throughout the duration of the course.

! :
Who can | speak to for more information?

Ms Firth - mfirth@horizoncc.co.uk

B EWVYE A



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdbNeSLJGgE

Further details about... Option Subjects:

@ Engineering Design

Who can | speak to for more information?

Mr Robson - Irobson@horizoncc.co.uk

Engineering design is a process used to identify opportunities and solve problems which contribute to the
development of new products and systems. This qualification is aimed at pupils who wish to study the theory
and skills involved in designing new engineered products and the thorough understanding for the requirements
of a design specification. Through research and practical activities, learners will understand how product
requirements and other factors inform client briefs and will use practical skills such as drawing, computer
modelling and model making to communicate design ideas.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4KnEZU6clk

* Cannot be chosen in combination with Art or Textiles.

Further details about... Option Subjects:

AQA GCSE Art & Design (Graphic Design) is aimed at 14 -16 year olds studying Key Stage 4 curriculum

Graphic DESign who are interested in any aspect of graphic design. This qualification focuses on the process of

designing primarily visual material to convey information, ideas, meaning and emotions in response
to a given or self-defined brief.
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Who can | speak to for more information?

Mrs Robinson - crobinson3@horizoncc.co.uk
Mrs Hall - ghall@horizoncc.co.uk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Js9PkYh6bn4

e o . i The course we deliver is the OCR Cambridge National in Health and Social Care. The aim of the Health
Further detalls abOUt"- optlon subjeCts- and Social Care curriculum is to equip students with specialist knowledge and skills to be able to meet
the needs of individuals across a range of health and social care settings. The curriculum develops an
understanding of the skills and qualities required to influence care and empower students through
Here encouraging independence and creativity.

@ Health & Social Care
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Mrs Bealham - Ibealham@horizoncc.co.uk


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jo8mqaYvxtA

. . . o WIJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering (Technical Award) has been designed
Fu rther detalls abOUt"- optlon su b]eCts- to develop in pupils the knowledge and understanding related to a range of hospitality and catering

providers; how they operate and what they must consider to be successful. There is the opportunity

. . . to learn about issues related to nutrition and food safety and how they affect successful hospitality
w@ﬂ HOSPItallty & cater'“g Here and catering operations. In this qualification, pupils will also have the opportunity to develop some
food preparation and cooking skills as well as transferable skills of problem solving, organisation and

time management, planning and communication.

. \
Who can | speak to for more information?

)

Miss Land - sland@horizoncc.co.uk


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRq3eJQyaVo

. . . At Horizon we currently offer the BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice. This course focuses on
Further detalls abOUt-" Opt|°n su bjeCtS: developing practical skills in three key areas: performance, creation and production. Students will use
listening and evaluation to develop their skills in all three areas, choosing two of these areas to focus

- on in the second year of the course.
Music ®click  For The Video

:
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Who can | speak to for more information?

Miss Lingard - alingard@horizoncc.co.uk
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2vQMat8wsc

B —————

o This subject allows us the freedom to teach in ways that will inspire and bring out the best in you! The
Further detalls about... OptIOI'I Su bjeCts qualification provides scope for innovation and allows us to tailor the course to your individual needs. With two
- _ el A ¥ | . v ' components, comprising of an ‘Electronic Portfolio’ selected from the course of study and an ‘Externally Set
_ Assignment,’ the specification provides you with a range of creative, exciting and stimulating opportunities to

Photography Here develop and explore your personal photographic interests. The ‘Portfolio’ is marked out of 96 and continually
assessed. Therefore, every piece of work is important especially home learning where you will take photographs
based on learning taking place in lessons.
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Who can | speak to for more information?

Mr McCall - dmccall@horizoncc.co.uk


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bi2ZcnyykdI

. . o o The GCSE course is in addition to the core PE programme and leads to a full GCSE award. Itis
Further detalls abOUt"- opt|°n Su bjeCts- important that you enjoy physical exercise and show a strong commitment to both practical and
, — '_ d ¥ theoretical concepts. GCSE PE offers students the opportunity to develop skills in a wide range of

7 | sports and activities helping to improve performance. Studying GCSE PE provides a route to further
GCSE PE

study in Further Education (such as A level and BTEC Level 3) and to Higher Education in PE.
&)
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Who can | speak to for more information?

Mr Copley - rcopley@horizoncc.co.uk
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47sEx1_YUlE

Further details about... Option Subjects

BTEC Sport Here

Who can | speak to for more information?

Mr Copley - rcopley@horizoncc.co.uk

The BTEC Sport Tech course is in addition to the core PE programme and leads to a full BTEC
qualification. It is important that you enjoy physical exercise and show a strong commitment to both
practical and theoretical concepts.

The content of EDEXCEL BTEC Sport Tech is designed to enable students to enjoy and understand the
benefits of living a healthy lifestyle; to provide a route to further study in Further Education (such as A
level and BTEC Level 3) and to Higher Education in PE.

This qualification has been developed in the sport and active leisure industry to:

* Provide education and training for sport.

* Give students the opportunity to enter employment in the sport and active leisure sector.

* Give students the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and
attributes essential for successful performance in working life.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47sEx1_YUlE
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Further deta“s about 0ption SUbjECtS' *** Only suitable for students with previous experience in this language.

appreciate the diverse culture and customs of others. At GCSE we study the AQA Polish specification.
This is an exam-based subject assessed by four exams at the end of the two-year course. There is a
broad range of enrichment opportunities that run alongside the academic course to further develop

students’ skills, such as celebrating Polish history and traditions (for example: Dzien Niepodlegtosci
Polski, Andrzejki or Mikotajki- 6 grudnia).

Learning Polish will enable you to communicate effectively in a rapidly changing global society and
@ Polish ~

Who can | speak to for more information?

Mrs Smallman - jsmallman@horizoncc.co.uk




Further details about... Option Subjects:

Religious Education
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Who can | speak to for more information?

Miss Hammill - shammill@horizoncc.co.uk
— -

- . . I"J iy

RER

The aim of Religious Education (RE) at Horizon is to help you to develop your ability to understand and
empathise with the community in which you live, learn and will work within. Studying RE at GCSE will
help you to develop a knowledge and understanding of the beliefs and values which have shaped and
continue to influence the community and world in which we live.

At GCSE we study AQA Religious Studies, and students complete a full GCSE at the end of the two-year
course. This will be completed through two separate papers worth 50% of the qualification.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uToyDj72dW0

* Cannot be chosen in combination with Art or Graphic Design.

AQA GCSE Art & Design (Textile Design) is aimed at students who are interested in any aspect of textile
design. This qualification focuses on the creation of designs and products for woven, knitted, stitched,
printed or decorative textiles that might have a functional or non-functional purpose.

i

Who can | speak to for more information?

Mrs Fewlass - cfewlass@horizoncc.co.uk
Miss Cowley - hcowley@horizoncc.co.uk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZFzOXQMmBs

