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“There’s a very welcoming atmosphere at Horizon. The heart space is both
vibrant and calming; it helps students move around the school confidently and
Mrs M Gostelow, Chair of Governors
maturely.”

The Heart Space

Welcome

The secondary lead in a local cross phase Multi Academy Trust

Mr Nick Bowen

Mrs Claire Huddart

Horizon Community College opened its doors in September 2012 with
the challenging ambition of raising achievement to a level that would put
the college among the top 10% of schools in the country. With an
extremely positive Ofsted report in May 2018, describing the college as
‘Good’ in every category and emphasising the strong and determined
leadership, we are well on our way to achieving this. It is no wonder that,
according to Ofsted, our students make stronger progress than students
nationally.
national
We have a vision for redressing the imbalance, re-shuffling the pack and
giving the young people of Barnsley a better hand – a better deal - breaking
the ‘vicious circles’ of underachievement and low aspiration and
transforming the lives of every young person. Ofsted confirmed that our
vision is becoming a reality stating that disadvantaged students make
stronger progress than their peers nationally and that Horizon provides
real challenge across the ability range, including for high ability students.
This year will see us partner Hoyland Common Academy Trust as the lead
secondary school, creating the only local cross phase multi academy trust
in Barnsley. We will not be changing our name and we will not be changing
our uniform, but we will be working hard with our primary colleagues to
ensure that the curriculum in Year 7 and 8 builds upon the very high
standards set by our primary schools and that students make strong
progress from the minute they join us.

We want young people to leave Horizon well qualified and with a unique
skill set that will enable them to stand out from the crowd. We want young
people to be in possession of a passport of leadership and employability skills that will enable them to
pursue exciting careers, attend prestigious universities, complete dynamic apprenticeships and play
leading roles in regenerating this area.
Mrs Margaret Gostelow

New Year 7 students, who have the opportunity to start in July rather than in September, benefit greatly
from having their own ‘school’ within the college, where they spend most of their working week. Primary
colleagues have helped us design this space and have worked with Year 7 teachers to ensure that this Year
7 School acts as the perfect transition into high school. In effect, Year 7 students attend the smallest
secondary school in Barnsley, but have access to the best facilities in the country. Apart from leaving their
own ‘school’ in order to benefit from the outstanding facilities – sport or science for example – and
enj
enjoying
the wonderful dining facilities and play areas, Year 7 students remain in their own much smaller
area with a group of staff who are the constant significant adults in their school life.This ensures that they
are known and cared for as individuals and that their individual needs are fully met.

Nick Bowen
Executive Principal

Claire Huddart
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Margaret Gostelow
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“This school continues to be good. Horizon’s strong and determined leadership has ensured that the
school has continued to move forward since the previous inspection report. Horizon has high
OFSTED, June 2018
expectations and is highly ambitious for the pupils in the school”

Trust
Our Ofsted Report, June 2018:
Horizon is a good school
Strong and determined leadership at Horizon has ensured that the
school has maintained the good quality of education and has
continued to move forward since the last inspection. These were the
findings of Ofsted inspectors who visited Horizon in May 2018
Inspectors highlighted the many positives in the school’s
examination results, stating that: overall, students make stronger
progress than students nationally; disadvantaged students also make
stronger progress than their peers nationally. In lesson observations
and through close scrutiny of students’ work, inspectors said they saw
real challenge across the ability range, including for high ability
students.
Inspectors picked out Governance as being a real strength of the
school saying that they were clear about the strengths and priorities
of the school.
Inspectors went on to report that Horizon has high expectations and
is highly ambitious for its students. It also has high expectations
regarding student behaviour. Inspectors found the atmosphere in
classrooms and about school to be calm, saying that students show
respect for each other and are courteous to both staff and visitors.
Inspectors also reported that the school has a proven record of
developing leaders and that leadership in the area of safeguarding is
strong with a dedicated, well-trained team which support vulnerable
students.
Leaders have now been encouraged by the inspection team to
continue their work with primary colleagues, so that Year 7 students
make rapid progress from the outset and build quickly on their
primary experience.

Ofsted & Results
Results

“Examination
results
have
been
consistently high since Horizon opened.
The achievement of Horizon students
compares very favourably when compared
to student achievement nationally.
Success at GCSE currently places the
school in the top third of schools nationally.
Ofsted stated in 2018 that students at
Horizon make stronger progress than
students nationally.”

“At Horizon Community College there is a very carefully structured transition programme which is designed to
provide the best possible start for our Year 7 students.”
Mr McInerney, Attendance & Transition Manager

Hope

Year 7 at Horizon
Meet the Year 7 Team...

A message from Mrs Malson

Mrs Malson

Head of School - Year 7
Welcome to Year 7 at Horizon Community College.

Assistant Principal - Head of School Year 7
Mrs Malson is responsible for the progress, behaviour,
teaching and learning of Year 7 students.

At Horizon we treat the transition from Primary to Secondary school with

the utmost importance.
The process starts in Y6 and involves meeting the students in the primary
school environment, communicating with primary school teachers and
providing transition events for students, parents and carers. The final stage
of transition is the roll over period which allows students to adapt to
secondary school by providing them with their own school within the
college building, enabling a secure and supportive environment for learning
for the new students.
Horizon aims to provide an opportunity for students to be taught within
an ethos encouraging all students to learn. We offer a broad and varied
curriculum to all students which builds on the primary experience; lessons
such as Science, Technology, Dance and Drama are all taught within their
specialist areas, which means that your child has access to high quality
resources and facilities. Many lessons are taught within form groups allowing students to make new friendships and broaden their learning styles.
At Horizon we pride ourselves on having a large Year 7 Leadership team,
who are able to support students through each day whatever the need may
be: pastoral or academic. It is important in a large school that you, as
parents/carers, know that your child is seen as an individual and receives
personalised help and advice they may need. Communication between
home and college is also a crucial element to the success of each student,
the Year 7 Leadership team are there to respond to emails and phone calls
promptly
and efficiently.
pr
Joining Horizon will allow your child to be challenged both academically
and personally. They will have an array of opportunities to experience a
rich and varied programme of extra-curricular activities, as well as further
opportunities to engage with the community, through project work and
Primary School partnerships.

Mr Trainer

Assistant Head of School - Standards
Mr Trainer works to promote high standards. He
supports the progress, attendance and behaviour of
students in Year 7.

I’m Eleanor and I have
truly enjoyed every
single lesson this year.
We have been able to
use lots of the available
facilities, inside and
outside of school time.

Miss Cross

Assistant Head of School - Teaching & Learning
Miss Cross focuses on ensuring that teaching & learning in
Year 7 school is of the highest quality. She also supports
the progress, attendance and behaviour of students

Mrs Fielding

Student Welfare
Mrs Fielding ensures that our Year 7 students are happy
and settled in school, providing additional learning
support when required and ensuring that all our
students’ needs are met.

Mr McInerney

Strategic Lead for Attendance and Transition
Mr McInerney is responsible for attendance and
transition strategies across college, but also works
closely with our partner primary schools in order to
ensure a smooth transition to Horizon.

My name is Joel and I
have had an incredible
time at Horizon during
my first year.
Fun,
exciting
clubs
are
available; they’re all
different
and
I
guarantee you’ll find
gua
one for you!

Mrs Bamforth

Year 7 SEN Team Leader
Mrs Bamforth works with students who may require
additional support with learning.

Mrs Wakefield

Assistant Literacy Coordinator
Mrs Wakefield encourages reading for pleasure and
supports the building of literacy skills.

“Being able to choose the subjects I want to study is brilliant. I can specialise
in the areas that interest me and the ones that will help me work towards my
Adam,Year10
future career goals”

Drama lesson, June 2017

Respect

Curriculum

As a college we are proud of being able to offer a broad and varied curriculum for all of the students in our care. In Years 7 and 8, students
follow the National Curriculum subjects: English, Mathematics, Science, French or Spanish, History, Geography, Technology, Art, Music,
Drama, Dance, Religious Education, Physical Education, Citizenship and Computing.
At the end of Year 8, students begin to choose subjects they would like to study further in Year 9 onwards. This allows a more intense and
in-depth study in preparation for achieving qualifications in these subjects in Year 10 and Year 11, depending on their chosen options.These
option choices are informed decisions, tailored to the individual needs and interests of students. All students follow a common core of
English, Mathematics, Science, PE and RE. Students then opt for further studies from an extensive and wide range of other subjects,
including those studied in Years 7 and 8 and new course offerings to select from. Choices evenings are held to inform parents of options.
Every year group has at least one Parents’ Evening, where conversations can take place with subject staff and school teams to discuss
students’ progress. Students also have opportunities to obtain support from our Careers & Enterprise team for further education and
careers guidance.
The curriculum remains under regular review to ensure we respond to the changing needs of students as well as academic and economic
influences. As a college we are proud of being able to offer a broad and varied curriculum for all of the students in our care.

“At Horizon Community College we put quality first teaching at the heart of everything we do. We believe
that every learning experience should be relevant, unique and inspiring. Our teachers continually strive to
provide our students with the highest quality education, which will enable and empower them to fulfil their
potential and achieve whatever they want to in life. ”
Mrs Jones, Associate Vice Principal

Textiles lesson, June 2017

Celebrating
Diversity
Facilities at Horizon Community College are among the
very best in the country - particularly in the areas of Sport
and Performing Arts. We’re home to a 420 seat theatre,
which attracts high-calibre performances from around the
world and have professional dance and recording studios.
In addition, the school also boasts unrivalled and innovative
science, technology, art and creative learning spaces, which
have become the envy of schools up and down the country.
Other facilities include our canteen, which has seating for
300, landscaped play areas, a pupil reception and our
Learning Resource Centre.
Our provision for students with sensory impairments is of
the highest quality, meaning that many students are able to
take mainstream classes. We also have a suite of facilities
that caters to the needs of students with sensory
impairments and learning difficulties.
Horizon also has its very own nursery, located onsite, which
has affordable places for children aged 0-5 years plus
after-school provision for children up to 11 years old.
In 2014, the college was officially opened by HRH Princess
Anne, during her visit to Barnsley.

Facilities & Resources
As well as our teaching and learning spaces, Horizon has
a number of outstanding, unique and contemporary
facilities that are open for use by both our students
and the wider community

Charity

Careers and Enterprise

We have a dedicated team of staff to empower our students to make the best
choices for their future careers paths and to give them the skills to achieve that.

‘I Know I Can’ at Horizon

Our IKIC Awards scheme is a complimentary programme that
follows students during their journey through Years 7, 8 & 9.
Students can achieve IKIC awards; Bronze, Silver and Gold, with
Platinum awards for those students who make a significant
impact in their community.
This awards scheme is independently accredited by our local
business partners, the IKIC patrons.

Horizon’s Careers and Enterprise
department is fantastic. The team has
depa
helped me develop my skills in several areas
and has prepared me for life after Horizon.
I have taken part in a range of activities, such
as earning my IKIC Award and Interact Club,
which is run by the one of Barnsley’s local
Rotary Clubs.
If you want to start a club or activity then the
team will help you make it happen!
Saskia,Year 9.

Compassion
Uniform

At Horizon “students wear their uniform with
pride” (Ofsted June 2018). We firmly believe a common
uniform creates a sense of community and helps
students identify with the college.
The uniform expectations were introduced when
the College first opened in 2012. Since then we have
maintained the same uniform and the same high
expectations for all students stepping through the
doors of Horizon.
To maintain a professional feel around the college,
students remove outerwear including coats and hats
at the student entrance before they enter the
heart space. They can store outerwear in lockers or
bags throughout the College day. Students must
wear minimal jewellery (one plain stud in each ear,
one ring and a watch) and discreet makeup as
explained on the College website.
For further details of all aspects of college
uniform, please visit the college website.

Life at Horizon
Standards
Horizon works in partnership with Parents and Carers to promote positive
discipline and encourage students to make the right choices. Parental
involvement and interest is actively encouraged through the use of Student
Planners, text messages, Parent mail, Parents evenings and the range of
events which take place at the College.
The Praise system acknowledges and rewards positive behaviour in and
around College. Students can expect rewards in the form of; Gold, Silver or
Bronze awards, ‘Star of the lesson’, naming on the Praise board, achievement
points and positive conduct points throughout the year.
The Choices and Consequences system upholds high standards in
behaviour and conduct consistently across the college. Students are given
opportunities and support to be successful in lessons. They are encouraged
to reflect on their behaviour and restore relationships with staff and
students where required.
As a truly inclusive college we provide targeted support and adjustments for
students who may have a particular need at some point in their school
career.
For further details on Praise and Consequences, please read the
Behaviour for Learning policy on the college website.

Hope

Trust

Celebrating Diversity

Honesty

Charity
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